
Non Timber Benef i ts

As a nat ive species,  ash has important  her i tage and ecological  va lues.   

I t  f i t s  natura l l y  in to  the  I r i sh  landscape,  both  as  a  hedgerow and 

woodland species.   Ash is  the latest  of  the broadleaved species to 

f lush in  the spr ingt ime and i ts  crown and fo l iage are l ight .   The 

combinat ion of  these two factors  a l lows a h igh level  of  l ight  to  

reach the woodland f loor,  thus foster ing a r ich array of  ground 

f lora and fauna.

Posi t ion in  I r ish Forestr y

Ash has become a popular  spec ies  to  p lant  amongst  farm 

fo res te rs ,  par t i cu la r l y  in  recent  t imes  wi th  the  inc reas ing  

ava i lab i l i t y  o f  be t te r  s i tes  fo r  p lan t ing .   I r i sh  nurser ies  

cur rent ly  produce and se l l  approx imate ly  2 .5  mi l l ion  ash 

t ransplants  each year  making i t  one of  the most  popular  

broadleaved species a longside oak.   In  1999 alone,  806 

hectares of  ash were p lanted in  I re land.   V i r tual ly  a l l  o f  

th i s  p lan t ing  was  car r ied  ou t  by  the  p r i va te  sec to r.   

Coi l l te ,  the I r ish Forestr y  Board,  current ly  manage over  

2,700 hectares of  ash in  I re land.

Ash is  commonly referred to in  I re land's  cu l tura l  her i tage 

and has of ten been associated wi th sacred wooded s i tes 

known as "b i le"  f rom which townland names such as 

Knockavi l la  have been der ived.

Uses & Markets

Ash  has  la rge  annua l  r i ngs  and  a  c lean  wh i te  

appearance wi th a d is t inct ive sheen making i t  popular  

for  a var iety  of  uses.   Ash t imber,  when grown quick ly,  

is  s t rong and f lex ib le wi th a good capaci ty  for  shock 

absorbency.   For  th is  reason ash has been t radi t ional ly  

used in  I re land for  the product ion of  hur leys.   Hur leys 

are manufactured f rom the but t  log (bot tom 1 .5 metre of  

the s tem) and f rom t rees of  a d iameter  at  breast  height  

o f  approx imate ly  30  cen t imet res .   On ly  fas t  g rown,  

s t ra igh t  and  branch  f ree  ash  can  be  used  fo r  th i s  

purpose.   The same shock absorbing qual i t ies  make ash 

su i tab le  fo r  o ther  spor ts  equ ipment  and too l  handles .   

Larger  ash stems may be used as veneer  logs or  sawlogs 

for  use in  furn i ture manufacture.   General ly,  ash for  such 

purposes is  grown to a d iameter  at  breast  height  of  50–60 

cent imetres.   Ash also has a h igh calor i f ic  va lue and is  

consequent ly  a preferred f i rewood species.

Fur ther  In format ion

Fur ther  in format ion on growing ash can be obtained f rom 

your  loca l  Fo res t  Se r v i ce  Inspec to r  o r  any  P ro fess iona l  

Forester.
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Dist r ibut ion & Provenance

Ash i s  a  na t i ve  spec ies  to  I re land bu t  w i th  a  w ide  na tura l  

d is t r ibut ion,  ranging across Europe as far  as centra l  Russ ia in  

the east ,  the Medi terranean in the south and centra l  Sweden in 

the nor th.   Ash has a s t rong abi l i ty  to  regenerate natural ly  on 

bare ground or  in  hedgerows,  where i t  is  probably  best  known 

in  I re land.   There  are  no  known d i f fe rences  be tween ash  

provenances f rom di f ferent  par ts  of  I re land.   General ly,  seed 

used in  I re land is  of  e i ther  I r ish or  Engl ish provenance and 

has been col lected f rom st ra ight ,  fast  growing t rees of  good 

form.

S i lv icu l ture & Management  in  I re land

Ash requi res  mois t  but  f ree dra in ing,  nut r ient  r ich and 

shel tered but  f rost  f ree s i tes on which to produce qual i ty  

fast  grown t imber.   Because ash is  so s i te  demanding,  

su i table s i tes are general ly  smal l .   Ash is  p lanted at  an 

in i t ia l  s tock ing of  3,300 stems per  hectare at  a spacing 

of  2.0 metre x  1 .5  metre (2  metres between rows and 1 .5 

metres  wi th in  rows) .   Vegetat ion cont ro l  i s  ex t remely  

impor tan t  in  ash  p lan ta t ions  as  i t  i s  a  spec ies  ver y  

sensi t ive to compet i t ion f rom weeds for  both nutr ients  

and moisture.   Ash is  a s t rong l ight  demander and must  

be th inned heavi ly  and regular ly .   Th inning promotes 

the  deve lopment  o f  l a rge  c rowns  wh ich  in  tu rn  

s t imulate d iameter  growth.   Deformed,  d iseased and 

over  aggress ive t rees are removed at  an ear ly  s tage 

and  prun ing  o f  se lec ted  s tems i s  a l so  somet imes  

necessary.   Ash is  not  known to grow wel l  as a pure 

c rop  and  pure  ash  s tands  have  a  low vo lume 

product ion per  hectare.   I t  is  therefore of ten advised 

e i ther  to  p lant  ash in  mixture wi th other  species such as 

a lder  or  larch or  to  in t roduce an under-storey crop such 

as beech or  hornbeam at  a s tage when the ash is  about  

15  to  20m ta l l .   Underp lant ing is  cur rent ly  not  wide ly  

p rac t i ced  in  I re land and i t  i s  adv isab le  to  consu l t  a  

qua l i f i ed  fo res te r  on  such  a  mat te r.   S i zeab le  ash  

th inn ings (approx imate ly  30 cent imetres  in  d iameter  a t  

b reas t  he ight )  can  be  har ves ted  fo r  hur ley  produc t ion .   

Th is  is  a h ighly  sk i l led operat ion and should be carr ied out  

by the hur ley maker.   Fo l lowing th is  harvest ,  the crop is  

grown on for  a fur ther  20 years to produce veneer  logs and 

large sawlogs.

Ash is  very  suscept ib le to f rost  which causes fork ing of  the 

main s tem and can resul t  in  poor  qual i ty  s tem form.  I t  is  

there fore  no t  su i ted  to  s i tes  where  f ros ts  occur  regu lar l y .   

Other  r isks to ash crops inc lude l ivestock t respass,  browsing 

f rom rabbi ts ,  hares and deer  and ash bud moth which l ives in  

ash buds and can cause fork ing.
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