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              forestry

John Casey 
 

Our headline is the view of  
many farmers but what they 
fail to realise is that trees in 

Ireland, particularly conifers, grow 
faster than almost anywhere else in 
Europe. Forestry crops are ready for 

-
tively short period of  time. A case in 
point is the farm forestry plantation 
of  James O’Sullivan, Clara, Mill-
street, Co Cork. 

In 1989, James’ late father, Matthew, 
was part-time farming 34 hectares 
(ha) outside Millstreet, Cork, rear-
ing beef  cattle. James encouraged 
his father to plant 10.5ha of  
marginal agricultural land 
away from the farm. 

Matthew was wary 
due to the perma-
nency of  the land 
use change but felt, 
on balance, that land 
was “of  no other use”. 
James admits that 
they were looking no 
further than the grant at 
the beginning when they 
planted the Sitka spruce crop. 

With advice from the original 
forestry company, SWS Forestry, and 
Teagasc, James decided that the 1989 

was sold standing and bought by 
Graingers Sawmill of  Enniskeane, 
Co Cork. Approximately 350 tonnes 
of  thinnings were harvested at €11/
tonne. 

There was already good access to 
the forest site, with a barrier in place. 
To control how much timber was 

‘Planting trees? I’d never see any 

Ash dieback (Chalara)

-

Chalara 
fraxinea

-

Chalara 
fraxinea -

What does it look like? 

be retained; 

-

Where the disease is suspected: 

leaving the site, James 
had the haulage contrac-

tor ring him 30 minutes in 
advance to open the barrier 

for each of  the 14 loads.

James to consider further planting. I 

through the various planting options. 
The proposed new planting area was 
nearer the farmyard and James felt 
that he would prefer broadleaves 
close to the house and because of  the 
higher premium attached to broad-
leaves.

James planted 5.6ha and 4.5ha of  
-

spectively. Collectively, the afforested 

land earns James in excess of  €5,000 
per year in premia. “My only regret is 

he says.
Note: An afforestation grant is avail-

able to cover the establishment of  the 

after planting with the balance paid 
four years later. Grants range from 

depending on species and land type. 
Premia for enclosed land range from 

dependent on tree species, land type, 
area planted and farmer status.

For further information, contact 
your local Teagasc forestry develop-

forestry

MAIN PICTURE: 
James O’Sullivan, 
who farms near 
Millstreet in Cork, 
says that forestry 
thinnings are a 
useful source of 
revenue.

BOTTOM LEFT:  
Symptoms of  
ash dieback. 
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